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seekers in uttermost confidence so that I may know
my mistakes and correct them. I confess that I have
often erred in my estimates and judgments....
And inasmuch as in every case I retraced my steps,
no permanent harm was done/'1 People who
do not understand this experimental attitude of
Gandhiji towards life and social problems have
accused him of inconsistencies* But Gandhiji has
never believed that he is in possession of Absolute
Truth. It is only in a process of realisation.
Mahatma Gandhi does not find any inconsistency
in his action. "Inconsistency is only apparent.
It appears so to many friends because of my res-
ponsiveness to varying circumstances. Seeming
consistency may really be sheer obstinacy."2
Like "a social scientist and social inventor,"
he has - made experiments with the widespread
and difficult problems of social, political
and economic reconstruction of India. The
greatness of Mahatma Gandhi lies in the fact
that he has been able to devise methods and
techniques which are peculiarly suited to the?
culture and mode of living of the Indian

1 Young India, April 21, 1927.
2 Ibid., April 16, 1931.